
       Volume 1, Issue 5 -- The Maine Spirit of the Turf -- June 2012 

1 

 

Our Congratulations  
to Jean Emerson 

 
 
 

2012 Inductee  
to the Harness Racing  

Communicators Hall of Fame 
 
 
 
 

 

The Maine Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association 
 

 
 

The Maine Harness Racing Commission 
 

The New England Harness Writers Association 
 

A Special Issue 
Copyright 2012 -- The Lost Trotting Parks Heritage Center 

http://losttrottingparks.blogspot.com 
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Thank you for Your Many Contributions! 

We congratulate Jean Emerson on her July 2012 induction into 

The Harness Racing Communicators Hall of Fame 

Publisher & Editor of the Northeast Harness News 

The Maine Spirit of the Turf 
 

Celebrates the Life Work of 
 

Jean Emerson 

The Winner: T.W. Happiness, Chet Emerson Up 

Tony Aliberti Presents a Maine Sire Stakes Award to Jean Emerson 
Alan McGinnis holding T.W. Happiness 
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Imagine It! 

From Outside 
The Oval 

In this issue: 
 

 A Tribute to Jean Emerson, 2012 Inductee into the Harness 

Racing Museum’s Communicator’s Hall of Fame 

 Letters of Congratulations 

 From the Vaults of the Northeast Harness News 

 Front Page Sampler from the Northeast Harness News 

 From the Judges’ Stand by Mike Hall 

 2012 Fair and Harness Racing Dates 

 Selected Pages from a 1908 Issue of The Horse Shoers’ Journal 

 Understanding the Harness Racing Program by Darci Dickison 

 From Harness Racing Vehicles -- A Look at the Design of the 

High Wheel Sulky 

 Snapshots of Bangor Raceway 

 Excerpts from the Harness Racing Communications Newsletter 

 Snapshots of the Stables at Hollywood Slots & Raceway 

 

Bringing Past to Present 
To Create the Future 

I met Jean Emerson at the Standardbred 

auction at the Windsor Fair. My cousin, 

Clark Thompson, introduced me to her as 

we sat in the bleachers watching the pro-

ceedings. I had just started my exploration 

of Maine’s Lost Trotting Parks. I could 

readily see that Jean was a person who 

spoke her mind. As I soon learned, Jean 

was also a person who lived life with 

great passion, commitment, and dedica-

tion to the sport of harness racing and the 

Standardbred horse. Before she journeyed 

to Florida, she let me borrow her issues of 

the Northeast Harness News and a box 

with photographs that she had collected.  

A number of the items scanned from 

Jean’s collection are featured in this issue.  

 

This issue of the Maine Spirit celebrates 

the life work of Jean Emerson.   

 

As I have conducted my research Jean has 

been a wonderful resource and mentor. I 

congratulate Jean on her induction into the 

Harness Racing Museum Communicator’s 

Hall of Fame! 

 

Stephen D. Thompson, Editor 

Ideas for Action 
 

 Syndicate the purchase of competitive Standardbreds that qualify for the Maine Sire Stakes Program  

 Sponsor regional and statewide song writing contests celebrating Maine Harness Racing 

 Sponsor a local classroom through a portion of winnings to help teachers purchase classroom materials 

 Form Amateur Driving Clubs at existing tracks. Start an organization for High School Driving Clubs 

 Develop and maintain blogs for individual breeders, owners, trainers, and drivers -- Make the Traditions of the Maine Horse-

man visible to the Maine public 

 Develop a series of educational programs that can be presented in Maine Schools 

 Include high wheel sulky and team harness racing demonstrations during harness racing programs 

 Meet with organizers of the Commonground Fair to explore workshops and demonstrations with the Standardbred horse 

 Create displays that blend the stories and the images of the past and present that can be placed at public locations throughout 

the State of Maine 

 Develop a series of career related multi-media presentations that features the occupations and careers related to harness racing 

and Maine’s horse industry 

 Form a committee to explore appropriate use of social media to create a fan base for Standardbred breeders, owners, trainers 

and drivers 

 Explore with Maine’s Community College System the development of a skills certificate program that will impart the neces-

sary skills and knowledge for success in the harness racing industry 
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A sprightly senior citizen, Jean Emerson 

has been involved in almost all aspects of 

harness racing for nearly half a century. 

In addition to breeding, training and rac-

ing, she was also the founder of the very 

successful harness racing publication 

Northeast Harness News. 

 

Born on May 9, 1930 in Lubec, Maine, 

Emerson actually knew very little about 

Standardbreds until she reached adult-

hood. Her exposure to the sport came 

when, as a junior in high school, her fa-

ther took her to the Blue Hill Fair. Al-

ways a lover of horses, her interest grew 

after she married Chet Emerson and they 

moved to southern Maine. In addition to 

becoming actively involved in the sport, 

she was also raising three daughters and 

working as a teacher, having earned a 

Master’s Degree in Education from the 

University of Maine. She retired from 

teaching in 1980. 

 

The Emersons began racing their horses 

in the late 1960s, and by 1970 they were 

owners of a breeding farm in Saco. Their 

homebreds raced throughout the New 

England circuit including Bangor, Lewis-

ton, Rockingham, Suffolk, Foxboro, 

Scarborough and the fairs. In 1985 they 

started racing at Pompano Park in Florida 

and continued to do so every winter. 

 

In 1973, having become aware of horse-

men’s problems, Emerson became a char-

ter member of the Maine Standardbred 

Breeders and Owners Association 

(MSBOA). She served as its secretary for 

the first five years during which time she 

worked with others on a position paper to 

be presented to the Maine legislature 

establishing the funding for what would 

become a successful state breeding and 

stakes racing program. 

 

In order to make horsemen more aware 

of possible solutions to their problems, 

Emerson began publishing a monthly 

MSBOA newsletter. Because mailing the 

newsletter became expensive for the as-

sociation, she decided to start a newspa-

per with advertising to cover costs. Thus 

came into being the Northeast Harness 

News, which for approximately the next 

fifteen years would keep New England 

horsemen and their families up-to-date 

about issues important to their liveli-

hoods. 

 

Working with limited funds and a small 

volunteer staff, Emerson created a publi-

cation that was well-read, insightful and 

entertaining. It was circulated not only in 

the Northeast but also in almost every 

other harness racing state. She functioned 

as editor, publisher, staff reporter, pho-

tographer, advertising manager, layout 

artist and bookkeeper. Each winter the 

Emersons would drive to Florida and 

stop along the way to distribute copies of 

the paper at tracks and training centers. 

Jean decided to cease publication only 

when she realized that computers and the 

Internet were becoming the most effi-

cient way for horsemen to obtain current 

and relevant news. 

 

A member of USHWA’s New England 

chapter from 1980 to 1995, Emerson 

transferred to the Florida Chapter for 

which she has served as secretary, vice 

president and president. She has taken a 

leading role in planning and promoting 

the chapter’s annual awards dinner, the 

funds from which enable the chapter to 

provide scholarships to college students 

interested in harness racing journalism. 

Emerson was also instrumental in the 

establishment of the chapter’s Aime 

Choquette Sunshine Fund, which in 

times of need provides relief for Flor-

ida horsemen. 

 

The Emerson’s 60-year marriage 

ended in December of 2010 when 

Chet passed away after a long battle 

with bone cancer. Jean has continued 

to be active in the sport, attending 

qualifying races, keeping abreast of 

new stock, encouraging and congratu-

lating new drivers, discussing all as-

pects of horsemen’s issues and poli-

tics, be it racing and slots in Maine or 

the horsemen’s contract at the Isle 

Pompano Park. She promotes the 

Florida Chapter’s awards dinner by 

selling tickets and ads in the back-

stretch at Pompano Park and at other 

training centers in the state. 

 

A member of the New England Har-

ness Racing Hall of Fame, Emerson 

has also been honored by the Florida 

Chapter of USHWA with its Allen J. 

Finkelson Award (2004) for positive 

promotion of the sport, and its Delvin 

Miller Award (2008) for good will 

and integrity. Emerson was also in-

ducted into the Florida Harness Rac-

ing Hall of Fame’s Communicators’ 

Corner in 2010. 

 

In addition to three daughters, Emer-

son’s family includes three grandsons. 

The Florida Chapter of USHWA best 

summarized her devotion to Standard-

breds with its statement, “Jean Emer-

son continues to promote the sport of 

harness racing to everyone she meets 

as she celebrates the industry that has 

defined her life.” 

 

Article courtesy of the Harness  

Racing Museum and Hall of Fame. 

 

Jean Emerson 
2012 Inductee into 

The Harness Racing 
Communicators Hall of Fame 
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                                                                                                              June 1, 2012  

 

 

The Maine Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association would like to congratulate Jean Em-

erson on her induction into the Harness Racing Communicators’ Hall of Fame.  Jean has been 

involved in Harness Racing for almost fifty years after having been exposed to the sport by her 

dad while attending Blue Hill Fair as a junior in High School.   

 

Jean was a charter member of the Maine Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association (1973) 

and served as its secretary for the first five years.  During that time she worked on the position 

paper that was presented to the Maine legislature that established the original funding for what 

is now our very successful Maine Sire Stakes Program.  

 

Jean is probably best known for her newspaper, the Northeast Harness News.  For fifteen years 

she would keep New England horsemen up-to-date about issues related to the Standardbred in-

dustry, while serving as its editor, publisher, staff reporter, photographer, advertising manager, 

layout artist and bookkeeper.   

 

Jean and her late husband Chet began racing horses in the late 1960’s and had a breeding farm 

in Saco where they raised and raced horses throughout New England.  In 1985 they started rac-

ing at Pompano Park in Florida every winter.   

 

Jean continues to be active in the sport as a member of the New England Chapter of USHWA 

from 1980 - 1995.  She then transferred to the Florida Chapter for which she has served as its 

secretary, vice-president and president.  Jean was honored by the Florida Chapter with its Allen 

J. Finkelson Award (2004) and Delvin Miller Award (2008).  IN 2010 she was inducted into the 

Florida Harness Racing Hall of Fame’s Communicators’ Corner. 

Jean, Congratulations from the  
Maine Standardbred Breeders & Owners Association 

Congratulations from the Maine Harness Racing Commission 
 

On behalf of the Commission we wish to extend our congratulations to Jean for 

her outstanding contributions to not only Maine’s harness racing scene but also to 

others on the eastern seaboard that her life and writings have touched.   

 

The Commission wishes to congratulate her on her achievements and her recent 

induction into the New England Harness Racing Communicators Hall of Fame. 

  

Henry W. Jackson 

Executive Director 

Maine Harness Racing Commission 
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                                                                                                              May 27, 2012   

 

                                                 JEAN EMERSON   

 

     The New  England Harness Writers Association wishes to congratulate a “ legend from 

Maine,” and part of our family, for the recognition that she has received from her peers;  “ The 

United States Harness Writers Association,” with her induction into the Communicator`s Cor-

ner on the Fourth of  July Weekend, 2012, at Goshen, New York, well  known as the home of 

The Harness Racing Museum and Hall of Fame of the trotter. 

 

Her credentials go back over thirty years and her articulate way of communicating to the har-

ness racing world and beyond, with her Northeast Harness News was legendary. 

 

I can say those word, because 18 years ago, when I was President of the New England Chapter, 

I had the extreme pleasure of honoring our chapter with Jean Emerson`s induction into the New 

England Hall-of-Fame. What was unique about it, was that she was the “ first woman “ to be 

recognized in the Hall and I was very happy that it happened during my Presidency. 

 

A workaholic to the nth degree. I can remember attending the National Awards Banquet in New 

York and putting a story together that included all thirty  award winners that were presented 

awards that evening and Jean made sure in her 8 page newsletter that my story made it in there. 

 

It is a treat, being President again of this wonderful chapter, to be able to recognize her accom-

plishment., by submitting this letter to “ THE MAINE SPIRIT OF THE TURF ”  

continues my connection with this lovely lady, and allows her to know that the full chapter 

membership is totally proud of her accomplishment. 

 

Robert Lieberman 

N.E.H.W.A. 

President     

Jean, Congratulations from the 
 

 
 

The Maine Harness Horsemen’s Association  
congratulates JEAN EMERSON 

 on her induction  
into the Communicators’ Hall of Fame 
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Dear Jean, 

 

Congratulations on your induction into the USHWA Communicators’ Hall of Fame. Linwood and I 

are so happy that you are being recognized for your commitment to harness racing and especially help-

ing promote the Maine Breeders Stakes Program. I remember the first trotter you purchased from us 

because you knew the Maine Breeders Program was going to take off. You also recognized the need for 

a media publication at the same time. 

 

You were on the go working tirelessly on the Northeast Harness News so pertinent the harness racing 

information could be read by New Englanders – long before computers and the Internet! 

 

You documented events with so much enthusiasm.  Your reporting included racing officials, trainers, 

owners, drivers, and the equine athlete. You favored no one. You were always on the track personally 

interviewing your chosen subjects and snapping pictures. How did you do this? I marveled at your en-

ergy. Maybe that came from being a physical education teacher and being in good shape – mind, body 

and spirit. 

 

Anyway your love of the sport and its people has shown in all that you have done for us Maniacs.  

 

You certainly deserve this very prestigious honor. 

 

Wishing we could be with you! 

 

Our best always! 

 

Diann and Linwood Perkins 

For Jean Emerson, 
 

thank you for dedication and promotion of  
the Maine Breeders Stakes Program! 

Can you identify 
this track? 

 

the July Issue of the  
Maine Spirit of the Turf! 

If you would like to write an article for The Maine Spirit,  

e-mail Stephen D. Thompson at lifework50@gmail.com. 



       Volume 1, Issue 5 -- The Maine Spirit of the Turf -- June 2012 

9 

Jean Emerson is a visionary 

who had the talent (and the 

pragmatism) to implement her 

vision successfully. At a time 

when New England harness 

racing was flourishing, she rec-

ognized the opening for a news-

paper that would provide qual-

ity coverage of racing news in 

Massachusetts, New Hamp-

shire, in Maine. Jean then 

singlehandedly brought 

the Northeast Harness News to 

life, initially serving as pub-

lisher, editor, writer, marketing 

agent, even design specialist. 

The result was an excellent 

publication that chronicled the 

sport for more than a decade. 

She was, in the New England 

harness racing world, a force of 

nature. 

 

Jean also served as an unoffi-

cial promoter for the sport, 

seeking out—and giving a 

chance to—other harness racing 

enthusiasts who wanted to join 

her cause. I first met her when I 

was 13, and she let me write oc-

casional articles about stakes 

races at various Massachusetts 

fairs. I wound up writing 

for NEHN for eight years, and 

Jean’s editorial guidance im-

proved my writing in ways that 

have served me well in my ca-

reer as a history professor. And 

anytime I needed advice or as-

sistance during my time as Scar-

borough Downs announcer, 

Jean was there. 

 

At a time when harness racing 

faces unprecedented challenges, 

the sport needs more people like 

Jean—figures not only with tal-

ent but who are willing to go 

above and beyond in giving of 

themselves—if it is to flourish. 

For Jean Emerson,  

Congratulations to a visionary with the talent and  

pragmatism to implement her vision successfully! 

                                                                            KC Johnson 

Royal Knockout gives 

 a knockout performance! 

Scarborough Downs 

Superlatives! 

Wantsomeofthis -- In the Mud at Scarborough Downs 

IPO Blue Chip Demolishes  

Track Record at Scarborough Downs 

Driver Ivan Davies Makes His Mark! 

Photos by Michael Newman 
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             5/31/12 
 

 

Dear Jean, 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you publicly on your upcoming induction into the 

Harness Racing Communicator’s Hall of Fame at Goshen, New York. You worked hard for many years 

to make a printed record of harness racing events in New England, and as a result, many enjoyed read-

ing your monthly newspaper, the “Northeast Harness.” 

 

My association with you over theses years brings back many good memories. In addition to contributing 

articles for your newspaper, I remember several “news” related road trips with you collecting photos 

and stories for the newspaper. A car trip to Saratoga and Goshen and a bus trip to the Meadowlands 

for the Hambletonian come to mind. I remember joining you in the winner’s circle for a Maine Sires 

Stake presentation at Bangor when your husband, Chet, drove T.W. Happiness to a trotting victory in 

the mud. And a visit to your farm in Saco to see your colts and how you raised them up. 

 

When I try to put this all in a bigger perspective, I think of you and other Maine based harness writers 

as part of a long tradition that dates back to the post Civil War years. In your own way you have fol-

lowed in the footsteps of John W. Thompson, publisher of “The Maine Horse Breeders’ Monthly,” 

George H. Bailey, horse editor of the “Maine Farmer,” and others who helped to make a permanent re-

cord of harness racing history in Maine and New England. 

 

I thank you for your efforts and wish you all the best in your July trip to the Hall of Fame induction 

ceremony. 

 

Take Care. 

 

Clark P. Thompson 

Bangor, Maine 

Jean -- Congratulations!  
 
You are part of a long tradition 
      that dates back to . . . 

Going through the turn at the Union Fair Trotting Park 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 

Arnold Miles with filly Ohio 
Bill Dunn with Taverns Yankee 

Ray Ireland’s Brenton Hanover 

Charlie Cannare with Precious News 

Cyruri Earl Beede 

Ed Booth & Rex McCarty Fred Spinxer 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 

Andy O’Marrow with Garrets Strike Get Around 

Gone Again Judy Henry Dumont at Presque Isle 

Howard Bussiers , Atkinson, NH 
Hugh Stewart with In Pursuit 

Jinx Breaker 

Jogging at PP Grandstand 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 

Jan Lafferty, Orlando, Florida JW Training Center 

Leo Bauer, Midway, MA 
Moliveri Wingfoot 

Pat Burns, Haverill, MA 

Phllis Hodgkins with Hickory Doc 

Bob Doherty with Sparklin’ Yankee 

Ruth King 

Spring Garden 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 

Stan Kane with Dorts Wander Dick Simmons’ Strike Image 

Striking Dream 

Taylor and Walter 

Silken Sunny, Walter Paget up 

Warm Breeze owned by James Esper 

Warren, Harp, Patrick Strikes 
Rodney with Win with Honor 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 

Fall Issue 

1980 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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From the Vault 

Images from the Northeast Harness News 
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Education and Recruitment 

 

I’ve been around racing now 

for the past 35 years and have 

been a racing official since 

1990. I began grooming horses 

at the old New Gloucester Fair 

grounds in 1973. I graduated 

from high school in 1977 and 

attended The Ohio State Uni-

versity, graduating with an as-

sociate degree in 1979.  After 

graduation I was involved in 

racing horses until 1990 when I 

was chosen to participate in an 

internship program sponsored 

by the USTA and the North 

American Judges and Stewards 

Association. Upon completion 

of the internship I was hired as 

an associate judge at Northfield 

Park, and have been a racing 

official in several jurisdictions. 

I am currently employed by the 

Pennsylvania Harness Racing 

Commission at Harrah’s Ches-

ter Racetrack. 

 

I have worked as a full time 

harness racing judge for the 

past 22 years and  believe 

that there are several fac-

tors which go into the mak-

ing of a successful judge. 

 

Prior experience in har-

ness racing: 

 

I’ve known a few judges 

who had no previous back-

ground in racing and it 

seemed to take much longer 

for them to be able to un-

derstand all aspects of both 

racing and officiating. 

 

Education: 

 

Learning to do something 

right the 1st time goes a 

long way towards making a 

successful racing judge. 

Once you learn correct 

methods use them until 

something better comes 

along. I’ve often heard peo-

ple say …we can’t do 

that…because we’ve never 

done it that way before. Be 

open to change and never 

ever say no because you’ve 

never done something that 

way before. If it seems sensi-

ble and might actually be bet-

ter than the old method…

give it a try….it just might 

work. One of the ways I’ve 

learned how to be a success-

ful racing official is by 

watching other experienced 

judges do the job. Whenever 

I travel any where near a 

racetrack I always make it a 

point to stop in and visit with 

the judges.  I observe how 

they operate and have picked 

up many new and better 

ideas. Don’t be shy and ask 

questions…I’ve found that 

almost every other racing 

judge wants to be helpful and 

will gladly explain their 

methods and procedures. 

Over the years I’ve attended 

many continuing education 

seminars and believe that 

they are the best way to stay 

current, learn, and develop 

contacts throughout the rac-

ing world. If you don’t keep 

trying to improve the way 

you do your job then some-

From the 

Stand 
Mike Hall on the 

Education and 

Recruitment of 

Racing Officials 
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Mike Hall is married with four sons ranging in ages 

from 12 to 21. Currently, he lives in Felton, Dela-

ware. He jogged his first horse at the New Glouces-

ter Fairgrounds in 1973. He attended Ohio State 

University from 1977 to 1979 and trained horses 

from 1979 to 1990. Since 1990 Mike has worked as a 

harness racing judge at tracks in Ohio, Pennsyl-

vania, Maryland, Delaware, Florida and the Cana-

dian Maritime Provinces. Mike is an avid sports 

fans/ He plays golf and loves to watch youth hockey. 

He aspires to return to the State of Maine and work 

in an official capacity in the harness racing indus-

one else who IS progressive 

and wants to learn will be re-

placing you. 

Just a few things I’ve learned 

over the years that help to 

make an effective racing offi-

cial: 

 Act professional –              

All of the time 

 Avoid the appearance of 

any conflict of interest 

 Serious consideration of 

all decisions 

 Be accountable for every 

decision 

 Don’t become sloppy in 

your duties 

 Work as a group…3 

minds are better than 1 

 Be progressive 

 USE COMMON SENSE 

 

R E C R U I T M E N T 

 

I’m not real versed on the 

judging ranks in Maine but if 

its like most places there will 

be a need for a new generation 

of racing officials in the fu-

ture. In the past the USTA has 

hosted an internship program 

which provided training for 

new officials. This program 

was a success and produced 

several professionally trained 

officials who serve at tracks 

around the country. As far as 

training for new officials in 

Maine, perhaps a program 

could be developed using 

USTA officials and existing 

Maine racing officials. I 

would personally host any in-

terested people at Chester. 

Along with TC Lane of the USTA I am willing to set up an 

internship type program that could possibly lead to obtain-

ing an officials license.  

 

If anyone has any interest in becoming a racing official in 

Maine or any place else and needs training please feel free 

to contact: 

 

Michael Hall 

Presiding Judge- PAHRC 

Harrah’s Chester 

610-619-3210 X 4 

 

OR 

 

TC Lane 

Director of Officials 

USTA 

877-800-8782 x 3203 

The Club House and Grandstands at Scarborough Downs, circa 1955 
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Imagine It! 

From Outside the Oval 

 -- The Quick Time Management Workshop -- 

 

    Plan it! Do it! 

 

-- Breeders -- Owners -- Trainers -- Drivers -- 

        -- Consider Yourself a Brand -- 

 

    -- Market Yourself -- 

 

      -- Become Visible -- 

 

     -- Demonstrate to others that your life 

      Brings meaning, value, and purpose -- 

 

 

Create Moments that will bring fan visibility 

to the blessed moments of the Standardbred! 
 

-- Just for the love of the sport -- 

 

 

Queen Charlotte and her foal eleven hours old sired by 

Donato Hanover. This foal was born at 2:30 a.m. June 

7th 2012 on the Dillon Horse Farm in Anson, Maine. 

 

 

Photograph by Stephen D. Thompson 
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A former caretaker for racing stables 

from Pennsylvania to California, and 

now a key figure in the presentation of 

the world-renowned Hambletonian and 

Breeders Crown Classics, Moira Fanning 

has been the strong right arm of Hamble-

tonian Society president and CEO Tom 

Charters for 25 years, as well as a major 

executive in the sport in her own right. 

Fanning currently serves as director of 

operations and publicity for the Hamble-

tonian Society, owner of the Hambleto-

nian Stake, Hambletonian Oaks, Breed-

ers Crown, and the administrator of 

nearly 130 other stakes. 

 

Fanning is originally from Valley Forge, 

Pennsylvania, where her life revolved 

around animals, especially riding horses. 

In 1974 she took a job at a local Stan-

dardbred farm to help earn money for 

college, but her first visit to Liberty Bell 

Racetrack (and a winning $2 bet on 

Herve Filion) hooked her on the world of 

harness racing as a replacement for 

higher education.   

 

She met her future husband, Tom, on the 

backstretch of the Meadowlands Race-

track, where they shared the dual goal of 

having their own stable. That quest took 

them on a trail that wound through Cali-

fornia, the Midwest and parts unknown, 

where the competition was slightly less 

tough than at the Big M.   

 

Several years and a few cheap claimers 

later, the misfortune of a car accident in 

which Fanning sustained serious injuries 

forced a switch from the backstretch to the 

frontside. When Marv Bachrad offered her 

a job at Brandywine Raceway for $30 a 

day, she accepted and moved in with her 

brother Tim, who lived in Phoenixville, a 

short drive from the track. Brandywine 

was a Valhalla for any racing devotee, and 

Bachrad a willing mentor, who got Fan-

ning a position at Garden State Park work-

ing for pressman Bill Fidati when the 

Brandywine season closed.    

 

It was at Garden State that Fanning met 

Tom Charters, when the track hosted the 

1986 Breeders Crown. He was the execu-

tive director for the Crown series, and 

offered her a job as his assistant, which 

she accepted. The Hambletonian Society 

offered opportunity, support and dazzling 

association with the top horses and people 

in the sport.    

 

Fanning became heavily involved with the 

United States Harness Writers’ Association 

and ascended to the rank of president, the 

first woman to be elected to that office. She 

was also the first female appointee to the 

Hall of Fame screening committee. Fan-

ning continues to be extremely active in 

USHWA and currently serves as president 

of the New Jersey Chapter. Over the years 

Fanning has received many industry awards 

including USHWAn of the Year (twice), 

the Golden Pen Award, and the Monticello-

Goshen Chapter’s Phil Pines Award, a John 

Hervey writing award, and an HTA Dan 

Patch media award. In 2009 she was pre-

sented with the Harness Tracks of Amer-

ica’s Distinguished Service Award. 

 

Moira and Tom Fanning live in Jackson, 

NJ and have two daughters, Veronica, 19 

and Caroline, 17. 

 

Fanning joins Emerson as 2012 Inductee 

into the Communicators’ Hall of Fame 

Reprinted courtesy of  

The Harness Racing  

Museum and Hall of Fame,  

Goshen, New York 
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Understanding the Harness Racing Program 

By Darci Dickison 

Program courtesy of Scarborough Downs 
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A lot of people coming to a har-

ness racing track for the first time 

may be intimidated with all the 

stats and numbers they are inun-

dated with.  There is the racing 

program, there is that giant elec-

tronic screen in the middle of the 

field (aka the tote board), and the 

horses have numbers on them too.  

But fear not, betting on the races 

is not as hard as it looks and un-

derstanding what is put in front of 

you can become quite easy to un-

derstand.  

 

Like any sport, harness racing has 

stats and instead of having to find 

them on the internet, the race track 

is nice enough to put it in a book 

format so you can read it right 

there.  Now you can choose not to 

use the program, and many people 

do not use the program.  However, 

most programs have a cheat sheet 

on how to read a program and 

how to place a bet so it would be 

worth your while to take a glance, 

at least at the how to place a bet 

section if you plan on gambling.  

 

Many people simply see a pretty 

horse warming up on the track and 

would like to bet on that one.  You 

do not need a program to do that, 

simply look at the number on the 

horses back (aka saddle pad) and 

that will tell you the post position 

and the race the horse is in.  So if 

the horse you like has a saddle pad 

that has a big number two on it and 

a small number four then that horse 

is in the fourth race and has the two

- hole position.  Go up to the 

“window” (aka where you place 

your bet) and say that you would 

like to place a bet on the two horse 

in the fourth race.  The teller would 

then ask what kind of bet.  You can 

place a bet for the horse to win or 

come in second or third.  In racing 

language a second is called a place 

and a third is called a show.  Once 

you decided what you want a ticket 

will spit out and now you go watch 

your race. 

 

If you want to be a little more thor-

ough on your choices and not just 

pick a pretty horse it would be in 

your best interest to pick up a pro-

gram.  Like all sports, harness rac-

ing keeps statistics about every-

thing.  A program tells you every-

thing from the horse’s color, where 

it was born, and how it did it last 

time racing.    

Now all of those numbers listed 

might seem confusing, but think of 

it like football.  Some football 

teams are second half teams; some 

do better at home where others do 

better away or even the type of 

weather could affect the team.  

Think of the statistic presented in 

the program like that.  It tells you 

how the horse does on certain types 

of track conditions; how they do if 

they have an inside position (1st, 

2nd, 3rd) or outside (6th, 7th, 8th), and 

how they do at certain times in a 

race. 

 

For example, let’s look at one horse 

in the 4th race at Scarborough 

Downs on 4/15.  The horse is 

named Just Dreamin Along and it is 

being driven by Michael Cushing.  

The lines on the program read from 

left to right.  So on 4/8 2012 at 

Scarborough Downs (aka Scar; 

every race track has an abbrevia-

tion), this horse went for $4000 on 

a fast (ft) track and it was 46 de-

grees out.  The next notion is the 

condition the horse was in.  A con-

dition is how they divide the horses 

into races.  It is usually based on 

how much money the horse has 

made in X many starts.  There are 

other types of conditions but that is 

not important for the beginner track 

goers.  For this example what we 

Understanding the Harness Racing Program 

By Darci Dickison 
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know is that Just Dreamin Along 

was in the same condition last 

week as he is in this week.  The 

next four numbers are how fast the 

race went at certain points: quarter, 

half, three-quarters, and finish.  Af-

ter that is how the horse did at 

these points.  The big number is 

what position they are in at that 

point and the little number is how 

far the horse is from the lead horse.  

So for Dreamin, at the halfway 

point he was in the second position 

and 1.25 lengths from the leader.  

A length is not an actual measure-

ment like a yard or a foot.  It is a 

horse and driver space.  So 

Dreamin was a horse and driver 

and little bit more away from sur-

passing the lead horse. 

 

So for this horse race I would pick 

the one horse to win.  If I wanted to 

bet on the top three, or the trifecta, it 

would be the number one horse, the 

number seven horse and the number 

four horse.  I picked the seven be-

cause it won last time and the four 

because it got second last time and 

in its’ previous starts always seems 

to be second or third.     

 

Overall just remember that gambling 

on horses may seem like a science, 

but that horses have personalities.  

Even though on paper a horse looks 

like it should win you never know 

what that horse is feeling like on 

that day.  He could be sore, maybe 

a bit sick or maybe the driver is 

having a bad day.  But, hey, that is 

why they call it gambling!  No mat-

ter what, go out and have some fun.  

Cheer for your horse and support 

not only the horsemen and women 

but the hay farmers, the black-

smiths, the vets, and all those other 

behind the scenes people that make 

harness racing happen! 

Image Courtesy of Dodie Dillon 
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FOR SALE 

 

Harness Racing Vehicles is a must book for those who enjoy the history of harness racing. This carefully 

designed book provides you with vintage images of harness racing and harness racing vehicles. Many 

images include the patent designs for 19th century racing sulkies. 

 

 

Limited copies are available through the Lost Trotting Parks Heritage Center 

$35.00 including taxes, shipping and handling 

 

 

If you would like to purchase a copy, write your check to the Lost Trotting Parks Heritage Center. Mail 

your check to Lost Trotting Parks, P.O. Box 263, Hallowell, Maine 04347 
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CALL TO CALL: A racing fan who has always longed to grab the mike and call a race will get that chance 

at the upcoming Grand Circuit meet to be held at Goshen Historic Track, June 29-July 2. Track announcer 

Dave Little, who is also a New York Daily News staffer and handicapper, will exchange a donation of at 

least $100 for Goshen Historic Track for lessons from Little and a chance to call a race at the meet on either 

June 29 (Friday) or July 2 (Monday). 

 

Fans must be at least 14 years old, but no previous experience is required. The first person to pledge and 

make a donation to Goshen Historic no later than June 15 for either the June 29 or July 2 racing day will get 

the chance to call a race. Contact Ellen Harvey at ellen.harvey@ustrotting.com for more information or to 

make the pledge. 

From the 

Harness Racing Communications Newsletter 

Ellen Harvey & Ken Weingartner 

The United States Trotting Association 

GOLDEN RECEIVER STAYS ON TOP 
        Golden Receiver remained on top of the Hambletonian Society/Breeders Crown Top 10 poll, but Foiled Again 
surged from fifth to No. 2 thanks to his win in the Molson Pace. 
        Foiled Again, who also won the Molson in 2011, received seven first-place votes. Golden Receiver was idle. 
        No newcomers joined the top 10. Arch Madness, who finished second in the Elitlopp in Sweden, and Winning Mis-
ter, who won the Earl Rowe Memorial Trot in Canada, both moved up a spot in the poll. 
        Upper Canada Cup winner Michael’s Power gained 28 points from Week 1 and landed just outside the top 10. 
Hambletonian/Breeders Crown Standardbred Poll: Week 2 – 5/29/2012 

 

Also: Michael’s Power (30), Googoo Gaagaa (27), Special T Rocks (24), Anndrovette (22), Check Me Out, Dapper Dude 
(19), Solvato (11), Easy Again, Market Share, Put On A Show (9), Major Look, Not Afraid (8), Betterthancheddar, Pirou-
ette Hanover, Rockincam, Thinking Out Loud (7), Economy Terror, Heston Blue Chip, Maven, River Shark (6), American 
Jewel, Frenchfrysnvinegar, Long Live Rock, Royal Cee Cee N (5), Archangel, Hurrikane Kingcole, I Fought Dalaw, Mel 
Mara, Piston Broke (4), Clic K, I’m On Cloud Nine, Real Nice, Yagonnakissmeornot (3), Cocktail Attire (2), Big Chocolate, 
Breakin The Law, Coraggioso, Il Mago, Marty Party, Nob Hill High, Sarandon Blue Chip, We Will See, Windshield (1). 

Ran

k 
Name (First Place Votes) 

Age/Gait/

Sex 
Record Earnings 

Point

s 

Pvs 

1 Golden Receiver (18) 7pg 11-9-1-1 $349,475 317 1 

2 Foiled Again (7) 8pg 9-4-3-2 $379,250 255 5 

3 Mister Herbie 4tg 6-4-1-0 $231,125 212 2 

4 Sweet Lou (7) 3pc 1-1-0-0 $53,056 211 3 

5 Arch Madness (1) 8tg 7-3-2-2 $309,883 168 6 

6 
Winning Mister (1) 6th 

14-11-2-

0 
$249,926 

150 7 

7 Atochia 7pg 9-4-1-0 $337,080 126 4 

8 San Pail 8tg 4-2-2-0 $99,188 68 8 

9 A Rocknroll Dance (1) 3pc 1-1-0-0 $8,500 58 10 

10 Rocklamation 4pm 10-5-2-1 $265,710 50 9 

http://www.goshenhistorictrack.com/
mailto:ellen.harvey@ustrotting.com
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Imagine It! 

The Maine Spirit Songwriters’ Showcase 

Sponsored by 

The Maine Agricultural Association and the Maine Harness Racing Promotion Board 

 
Here’s an idea to think about -- Implement a songwriting contest that is co-sponsored by the fair associa-

tion, the harness racing industry, the Maine Music Teachers Association, and Maine-based song writers as-

sociations. Create  three divisions: public school division, amateur songwriters’ division, and professional 

songwriters’ division.  Announce the songwriting contest in October of 2012 and sponsor workshops and 

events throughout the 2012-2013 school year. 

 

Songwriting will occur between October and March 2012/13. Lyrics and music must be original. The 

themes for these songs must focus on current and historical aspects of Maine’ agricultural heritage, the age 

when the horse was king, the Standardbred horse, and Maine harness racing. Lyrics with guitar chords 

would be e-mailed to the contest organizers. Songs would be posted to either You Tube or Vimeo for initial 

review. Entries would be linked through Facebook to the You Tube/Vimeo song address. From these post-

ings songs would be chosen for each division. During the fair season, the selected songwriters would per-

form their songs at selected fairs and harness racing events. Voting and each event and on the Internet 

would identify the top three songs in each division. 

 

Through the use of social media and traditional advertising, this collaborative approach would bring greater 

visibility to Maine’s agricultural fairs and harness racing. Funds for prizes can be raised through business 

sponsors. The Maine Spirit organizer would find a collaborating recording studio to create a CD with the 

top fifteen songs. 

 

If you would like to work on this idea, contact Stephen Thompson:  

E-Mail -- lifework50@gmail.com or call 207-623-3076 
 

  

From Outside the Oval 
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Snapshots of Hollywood Slots & Raceway 

Historic Bass Park 

Home of the Bangor State Fair 
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More Views of the Stables and Track 

Hollywood Slots & Raceway -- Bangor, Maine 
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At the Stables -- Hollywood Slots & Raceway 

-- Bangor, Maine -- 

La Vita Buona with owner/driver Trish Coyle 

Jesse Coty 
Kevin Oliver shoeing La Vita Buona 
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Imagine It! 

Standardbred Syndications 

 
Horse syndications are not new. They have existed for years. The basic idea is to work with Maine breeders, 

trainers, and stable owners, and identify several promising horses that could be placed in syndication for 

purchase by several persons. I have posed the idea of syndicating horses that are in the bloodline of Maine’s 

1890 world champion trotting stallion, Nelson 4209, foaled in Winslow, Maine in 1882. To make a syndi-

cated horse attractive bloodlines need to be excellent.  

 

This idea is currently being promoted by the 2012 Committee on the Future of Harness Racing in the State 

of Maine. The committee work was headed by Mike Andrew, past president of the Maine Standardbred 

Breeders and Owners Association. 

 

If you would like to work on this idea, contact Stephen Thompson:  

E-Mail -- lifework50@gmail.com or call 207-623-3076 

 

 
 

  

From Outside the Oval 

-- C.H. Nelson driving Nelson 4209 during a time trial, circa 1890 -- 
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