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In Maine -- 

It’s Fair Season! 

Fair Dates: 

July 26th – 29th – Pittston Fair   

 www.pittstonfair.com 

July 27 – August 5th – Bangor State Fair  

www.bangorstatefair.com 

August 27th – August 5th – Northern  

Maine Fair – Presque Isle – 

www.northernmainefairgrounds.com 

August 1st – 4th – Monmouth Fair –  

www.monmouthfair.com 

August 7th – 12th – Topsham Fair –  

Topsham – 

www.topshamfair.net 

August 9th – 18th –  Skowhegan State  

Fair – Skowhegan  -- 

www.skowheganstatefair.com 

August 18th – 25th Union Fair – Union –  

www.unionfair.org 

August 23rd – 26th Piscataquis Valley  

Fair – Dover-Foxcroft  

www.piscataquisvalleyfair.com 

August 23rd – 26th – Action Fair – Acton 

www.actonfair.net 

August 26th – Sept 3rd –  

Windsor Fair – Windsor 

www.windsorfair.com 

August 30th – Sept 3rd, Blue Hill Fair –  

Blue Hill 

www.bluehillfair.com 

August 31 – Sept 3rd – Springfield Fair –  

Springfield 

www.thespringfieldfair.org 

August 31st to Sept 3rd –  

Harmony Fair – Harmony 

www.harmonyfrefair.org 

Sept 6th – 9th – Clinton Lions  

Fair – Clinton 

www.clintonlionsfair.com 

Sept 7th – 9th – Litchfield Fair –  

Litchfield 

Sept 12th – 15th – Oxford  

County Fair – Oxford 

www.oxfordcountyfair.com 

Sept 14th – 16th – New Portland Lion’s 

Fair – North New Portland 

Sept 16th – 22nd – Farmington  

Fair – Farmington 

www.farmingtonfairmaine.com 

Sept 21st – 23rd – Common Ground Fair 

– Unity 

www.mofga.org 

September 23rd – 29th – Cumberland 

Fair – Cumberland Center 

www.cumberlandfair.com 

Sept 30th – October 9th – Fryeburg Fair 

– Fryeburg 

www.fryeburgfair.com 

Sept 15th – Cornish Horseman’s Day – 

Cornish 

S. Dexter’s 

http://www.pittstonfair.com
http://www.bangorstatefair.com
http://www.northernmainefairgrounds.com
http://www.monmouthfair.com
http://www.topshamfair.net
http://www.skowheganstatefair.com
http://www.unionfair.org
http://www.piscataquisvalleyfair.com
http://www.actonfair.net
http://www.windsorfair.com
http://www.bluehillfair.com
http://www.thespringfieldfair.org
http://www.harmonyfrefair.org
http://www.clintonlionsfair.com
http://www.oxfordcountyfair.com
http://www.farmingtonfairmaine.com
http://www.mofga.org
http://www.cumberlandfair.com
http://www.fryeburgfair.com
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S. Dexter’s 

The New Generation 

Owned by 

 

Tom and Joyce Dillon 

Anson, Maine 

July’s issue of the Maine Spirit of the Turf 

blends a bit of yesterday and today. It is 

fair season -- so the dates of upcoming 

fairs are included and their web sites ad-

dresses . This is a special time of the year. 

Summer is here. The fairs are here. And 

there will be harness racing action 

throughout Maine as the fair season pro-

gresses. 

At the end of June I traveled to Ireland. 

While there I attended harness racing at 

Portmarnock Raceway. Later in the issue I 

will share with you what I considered les-

sons perhaps worth learning. I also spoke 

with Tim Bojarski who told me about an 

article he had written on mini-trotting 

down under in Australia. At the raceway 

just outside of Dublin, I met Nadina Ironia 

-- a photographer and an artist. In Maine 

track photographers capture the action and 

the winners. From my view, Nadina takes 

this action to an exquisite level.  Check 

out her work on her web site. As many of 

you may know, Maine’s most recognized 

track photographer was Guy Kendall. You 

will also find examples of his work. 

As the editor of The Maine Spirit I hope 

that as a reader you enjoy not only the 

ideas and articles, but also the images. I do 

ask that horsemen help with content by 

completing a Profile or a Stable ‘Tweet.” 

If you have an article to submit that too 

would be welcomed. 

Enjoy Each Moment! 

S. Thompson, Editor 
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The Lost Trotting Park Heritage Center Launches New Internet Initiative 

On May 21, 2012, The Lost Trot-

ting Parks Heritage Center devel-

oped the first storyboards for 

LTP’s new blog, The 19th Centu-

ry Kennebec County. This blog is 

a companion blog to Lost Trot-

ting Parks. The goal of the blog 

is to capture and present to blog 

followers photographs and imag-

es of each community in Kenne-

bec County. The idea is to part-

ner with local historical society, 

state agencies, and the Maine 

Historical Society to scan signa-

ture photos of each community 

that represent the 19th century. 

Maps from 19th century atlases 

and pages from selected Maine 

Registers will provide additional 

insights into this time period. As 

followers explore the posts, they 

will gain a greater understanding 

and appreciation of the age when 

the horse was our transportation 

to the market place, our worker 

in the field, the mover of our 

economy, our entertainment on 

the trotting track, and our warrior 

in the battlefield.  Yesterday and 

Today Storyboards will be fea-

tured posts on the KC Blog. Old Post Office Building 

Water Street, Augusta, Maine 

“If the intention is to create a greater fan base for the sport of harness racing, then we need to start with the horse. For many it may 

be for the love of the horse. For many it may be for the love of the horse and the love of the sport. For many it may be the opportuni-

ty to live a life, create a lifestyle, earn a living and center this life based on owning Standardbred horses and participating in the sport 

of harness racing. Then for many it may be the opportunity to go to the tracks and bet on the horses. In the late 19th century, the 

horse was the buzz. The horse stood out in our society and people loved a fast horse. Times were different. Horses were part of most 

everyone’s life. Today that is not the case. Now the automobile sits in our driveways and in our garages. Somehow we need to re-

recreate within the imaginations of the larger community, a vision and appreciation of that gone by way of life. Then we apply that 

appreciation to our contemporary lives. The Lost Trotting Parks Blog and the 19th Century Kennebec County Blog present the imag-

es and stories of the 19th  and early 20th centuries. In our imaginations we need to bring the past to present to create the future.” 

             S. Dexter 

Blue Hill Fairgrounds 
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is also critical to those fairs offer-

ing harness racing. The Race 

Secretary and fair organizers 

must implement procedures cre-

ating a safe environment of hors-

es, horsemen and horsewomen, 

and the harness racing fan. 

 

As we move into Maine’s Fair 

season, fair organizers are busy 

at work with their volunteers pre-

paring their fairgrounds to host 

their 2012 agricultural fairs. Fair 

organizers and their volunteers 

are committed and dedicated 

workers who ensure that all as-

pects of their fairs are ready to go 

on opening day. From the mid-

way to the livestock shows and 

competitions, from the food con-

cessions to the 4-H exhibits and 

other exhibits in the exhibition 

halls, there is a great need for the 

“3 C’s of the world of work -- 

Communication, Coordination, 

and Cooperation. Without suc-

cessful utilization of the “3 C’s” 

Maine’s fair organizers would 

find difficult times.  

The effective use of the “3 C’s” 

I congratulate those who organize 

our agricultural fairs and the har-

ness racing events. I look forward 

to the season!           

                                         S. Thompson 

1939 at the Kite Track in Old Orchard Beach 

Edwin T. Keller, Ralph Sturgis and Walter Gibbons 

Photo by Guy Kendall 

From the Farmers’ Manual, J.L. Nichols & Co. 1897 
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Please submit your profile to Stephen D. Thompson. Your profile will be published in the Maine Spirit 

and posted to  http://maineharnesshorsemen.blogspot.com. By USPS, mail your profile to The Maine 

Spirit, P.O. Box 263, Hallowell, Maine 04347 or e-mail your profile to lifework50@gmail.com. 

 

Name: __________________________________________ Years in Harness Racing: ___________ 

Mailing address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ____________________ E-Mail Address: _____________________________________ 

 

What motivated you to get into harness racing? 

 

 

 

Describe your involvement in harness racing. 

 

 

 

Describe your most memorable or greatest moment. 

 

 

 

Your favorite horse (Why?): 

 

 

 

As a horseman, is it the love of the sport or the love of the  horse? Please Explain 

 

 

 

Please include photographs! If you need additional space please add pages. 
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Submit your  “tweet” to Stephen D. Thompson. Your “tweet” will be published in the Maine Spirit. By 

USPS mail your “tweet” to The Maine Spirit, P.O. Box 263, Hallowell, Maine 04347 or e-mail your 

“tweet” to lifework50@gmail.com.. 

 

Name: __________________________________________ Years in Harness Racing: ___________ 

Mailing address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: ____________________ E-Mail Address: _____________________________________ 

 

Write a comment that describes what is happening at your stable? 

 

 

Which horses are your best  prospects? Name and describe 

 

 

Describe your most memorable memorable moment. 

 

 

Who has been your mentor or best advice giver? 

 

 

Your Favorite Horse (Name and Why): 

 

 

 

 

 

Please include photographs! 



 

Vol. 1  Issue 6-- The Maine Spirit of the Turf -- July 2012 -- 7 

From Outside 
 the Oval 

Stephen D. Thompson, Founder -- Lost Trotting Parks Heritage Center 

Imagine It! 

As a Standardbred breeder, owner, trainer, or driver, how do you view your pres-

ence in the business?. Do you see yourself as successful? Do you see that you have 

a following? Are you recognized by your peers as a person with knowledge or ex-

pertise? Do you proactively position yourself so that you are a recognized member 

of the horsemen community? Do you have a Facebook Page or a blog? Do you ac-

tively engage friends on Facebook or your blog writing about your experiences and 

the experiences of your family and friends working with Standardbred horses?  

Every word you say, the experiences you share, how you engage people at the 

track, at your stable, or on the Internet creates your public image. This image is 

your brand. As one book is titled, You Are a Brand. 

What is your best idea to bring 

the fans back to the tracks? 

What is your best idea for get-

ting new people into the har-

ness racing business? If you 

are an active horsemen, do you 

share your stories with others? 

As you look at the current har-

ness racing season do you see 

new ideas in action, or is it just 

business as usual? Sometimes, 

we are so involved in the busi-

ness, we can’t step outside the 

box and take the time to be in-

volved in the activities that will 

make the needed changes. 

The concept of branding and 

rebranding may be one of 

many strategies that will 

change public perception of all 

aspects of the harness racing 

business.  

For example you may have no-

ticed that an addition has been 

made to the Maine Spirit ban-

ner. At the top of the banner 

you will see the first initial of 

my first name and my middle 

name. Therefore the brand be-

comes ‘S. Dexter’s, The Maine 

Spirit of the Turf.’ This is a 

small change, but it is a bit 

‘catchy.’ And then who is S. 

Dexter? Obviously, S. Dexter is 

taken from my name, but it also 

pays homage to my grandfather 

Daniel Sheehan Dexter, who 

was an editor at the Lewiston 

Sun Journal. 

We can ask the question. Where 

would we apply branding?  

Here are some ideas: 

At the Stable 

At the track 

At the Fairgrounds 

In the Judges’ Stand 

In the Announcer’s booth 

 

At the organizational level. 

This includes the following: 

Maine Horse Breeders and 

Onwers Association 

Maine Harness Horsemen As-

sociation 

Maine Harness Racing Pro-

motion Board 

Maine Harness Racing Com-

mission 

Maine Farm Bureau 

Maine Agricultural Fair Asso-

ciation 

Maine Department of Agricul-

ture. 

Branding strategies need to be 

developed and implemented 

that will enhance the sport 

and business of harness racing 

in the State of Maine. If you 

would like to learn more about 

branding, check out the books 

on page 8. 
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Social Media and Branding 
Creating Strategies for Success 

Imagine It! 

ISBN-13: 978-0-13-2998321-1 

$18.99 US 

ISBN-13: 978-0-7897-4727-3 

$19.99 US 

ISBN 978-1-118-26974-9 

$29.95 US 

ISBN: 978-185788-545-3 

$19.95 US 
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— Photos/Article courtesy of The Horseman and Fair World — 

October 2, 2009 — David Miller was first to the lead with 

Seaside in the second heat of the $380,000 Kentucky Filly 

Futurity Friday afternoon at The Red Mile, and then after 

relinquishing control to OK To Play and Daniel Dube ap-

proaching the half, found room along the pylons in mid-

stretch to emerge the winner of the trotting classic for 3 year 

olds. 

  

If any of the elim winners won the second heat the winner 

would be crowned, but with OK To Play beginning to tire, 

Seaside looking for room on the inside and Broadway 

Schooner appearing to be out of contention, it appeared at the 

top of the stretch a race-off was imminent as the first-over 

Yursa Hanover loomed bold, followed by a second-over 

Windsong Soprano. But OK To Play drifted right just enough 

to allow Miller to urge Seaside through and on to the 1:54 

victory. Yursa Hanover held for second with Lit-

tlemscantbwrong closing late for Jody Jamieson to take third. 

  

Miller said in the winner's circle that he wanted the lead but if 

he wasn't able to secure the spot, there was just one horse he 

would relinquish control to. The scenario played to perfection 

for Miller as it was that horse--OK To Play--who was moved 

to the lead by driver Dube shortly past the opening quarter. 

"The only one I was going to cut loose was the one horse 

(OK To Play)," he said. 

  

Trainer Jonas Cznernyson recently got married in the famed 

Round Barn located on the grounds of The Red Mile, so the 

Filly Futurity was a second chance to have a celebration. The 

winner is a daughter of Yankee Glide out of the Meadow 

Road mare Blue Skys Again, who won for the fifth time this 

year in 14 starts. Owned by Thomas Dillon of Anson, Maine, 

Seaside has seasonal earnings $273,543.  

Tom and Joyce Dillon bought their first Stand-

ardbred in 1984. “It was on a challenge by 

Frank Hitchcock that we decided to buy that 

first horse.” The horse we bought we took to 

Donnie Richards who got us going in the busi-

ness. 

Tom owns T.R. Dillon Logging of Anson, 

Maine. His office operation is based in Madison 

-- his horse farm at his home in Anson. 

Today Tom and Joyce own about forty horses. 

Fourteen are currently racing. Of his time in 

the sport of harness racing Tom stated that his 

greatest moment was winning the Kentucky Fil-

ly Futurity at the Red Mile in 2009. Seaside 

trotted to the win in 1.53 on October 9th of that 

year. The following pages take you on a photo-

graphic tour of the Dillon Farm. 
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 Everyone in this sport agrees that it 

is very important to engage and edu-

cate young people about horses and 

racing to ensure harness racing’s 

future. 

And for my money, there is no or-

ganization in North America that 

does it better than the Harness Horse 

Youth Foundation and their abun-

dance of outreach activities that do 

just that. But I recently discovered an 

organization in Australia that takes 

the term “youth” to a whole new lev-

el. 

  

“Mini-Trots NSW” (New South 

Wales) is a society that has been 

staging a downsized version of har-

ness racing since 1982, employing 

miniature trotting ponies and a host 

of scaled-down equipment and race 

bikes. It’s all designed to get “junior 

drivers” ages 5 to 15 interested in the 

sport and be hands-on with training 

and driving long before it may be a 

good idea to put them behind a full-

sized Standardbred. They compete in 

organized races at registered harness 

tracks as well as at local shows and 

trial days. There is even a champion-

 ship held every year at Easter time. 

  

According to their website, Mini 

Trotting commenced in NSW in 

1982 and has been conducted by the 

NSW Mini Trotting Association Inc. 

continuously since that date. The aim 

of the organization is to foster the 

sport of trotting for children, pro-

mote friendly competition in an at-

mosphere of co-operation and good 

sportsmanship and to encourage in-

teraction for all concerned. 

  

The horses are segregated by size 

(hands high) and have to be regis-

tered with the organization. Mini 

Trotting racing is split in height cate-

gories of the horses. Smaller ponies 

10.2 hands and under, that can also 

be further divided into a midget sec-

tion for ponies 9 hands and under. 

Bigger ponies compete in the 10.3 

hand to 13 hands and under category. 

Right now there are 190 mini trotters 

in their register. The distances of the 

races do vary, but it is all designed to 

provide a level playing field for all 

no matter what age group is in the 

bike. 

  

The site also tells about their 

“graduates” going on to careers in 

the sport including those who be-

came trainers and driver as well as 

race callers and racing officials. You 

see, they not only teach the kids how 

to become horsemen, they also have 

them fill other racing-related jobs 

during their meets including an-

nouncer, judges, clocker recorder of 

all placings and times, official re-

corder (on computer) to write up 

progressive points on notice board, 

starters and marshals. 

  

There are 11 mini trot clubs in NSW 

and all are very well attended. This 

year, the 28th NSW Mini Trotting 

Championships are being held at the 

Nowra Showground on April 6-8, 

2012. 

  

This program has become so popular 

they are now kicking off the second 

level for the older kids, which puts 

them behind an actual Standardbred. 

“Maxi Trots” (press release link- ) 

will be launched at Newcastle Pace-

way on Saturday, March 3. This pro-

gram will cater to 14- and 15-year-

old participants to drive standard-

breds under conditions set by Har-

ness Racing NSW policy, and offer 

them the opportunity to bridge the 

gap between Mini Trots and Senior 

Harness. 

  

This program has been quite an un-

dertaking and requires several 

groups at different levels to pull it 

off. But the end result seems to be 

enthusiasm and participation by 

young people who will hopefully 

carry their love of harness racing 

into adulthood and become a driving 

force to keep the sport healthy in 

Australia for years to come.   

Mini-Trots for Mini Drivers -- By Tim Bojarski -- March 3, 1012 

Reprinted with Permission from the Hoof Beats Blog Magazine 

Tim Bojarski 

Check out the website 

of the United States 

Trotting Association 

http://www.ustrotting.com 

The Mini-Trot  

Program could be  

incorporated into a 

network of  

harness racing clubs 

throughout Maine. 

http://xwebapp.ustrotting.com/absolutenm/templates/www.nswminitrots.com.au
http://www.southcoastregister.com.au/news/local/sport/general/mini-trots-geared-up-for-major-event/2253851.aspx
http://m.harness.org.au/harness-mobile/news/news.htm;jsessionid=4E893FDFAFC0EC1CA0182E243D38E20C?method=newsDetail&newsId=17290
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There is a certain spirit to the life of 

the horseman and his family. This 

closeness is true of many families. 

However, with the horseman and 

his family, it is all about the horse 

that brings the family together-- the 

love of the horse, the love of the 

sport. This was also evident in Ire-

land. In the paddocks I met and 

observed many horseman who in-

volved their families -- young chil-

dren and teenagers. Three families 

involved father as owner/trainer 

and driver, and his children as 

grooms and drivers. There was a 

dedication and spirit that encom-

passed parents and their children. I 

am sure this is true of many Maine 

harness racing families. 

So what is the lesson? The lesson 

may be directed at how do we bring 

more families into the sport of har-

ness racing -- making money is part 

of it, but more so for the love of the 

horse and the love of the sport.  

In Ireland harness racing is a club 

event. Harness racing is not finan-

cially supported by the State. As a 

club the atmosphere was quite inti-

mate. Club members and families 

knew the drivers, the trainers and 

the owners. For me the lesson was 

recognizing that harness racing clubs 

may be a way of brining new families 

into the sport. Tracks at Maine fair-

grounds with area horsemen, and 

business sponsorships could form 

family harness racing clubs that 

would syndicate a race horse and  

take on retired Standardbreds as 

club horses. The clubs could form 

their own racing circuit that would 

serve to prepare family members as 

racing drivers. Club members would 

be responsible for the organization 

of club races from setup to judging. 
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L. to R. -- Betting Area -- Judges’ Stand -- Grandstand -- Club House 

-- As the horses pass in front of the Club House -- 



 

Vol. 1  Issue 6-- The Maine Spirit of the Turf -- July 2012 -- 16 

Bernie Kelly, Irish Harness Racing 

Club Secretary and Joe Sheridan, 

Standardbred owner and trainers 

greeting Stephen Thompson and 

Damian Brady on their arrival at the 

Portnarnock Raceway. 

The Club House at the  

Portmarnock Raceway.  

Members and Guests Only! 

The Grandstand and Betting 

Area at the  

Portmarnock Raceway.  
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The bets are on! 

-- From the Start to the Finish -- 

Portmarnock Raceway 

Photographs by Stephen D. Thompson 
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Frank De Forrest, Jimmy Jordan Up! 

1923 -- Photo by Guy Kendall 

Barney Delight, Hanafin up! 

Frank De Forrest,  

Jimmy Jordan Up 

Music & Lyrics by  

Stephen D. Thompson 

Copyright 2012 

Section 1: 

C                                F                        C       G               

This is the story of a horseman untold 

C                                        F 

This is the story of the horse his         

                         F    G 

granddaddy sold 

C                                  F                       C  G 

This is the story of a lad just nineteen. 

Am                                 F                        

Oh, his granddaddy sold his horse to Joe  

C                                G 

Robinson from Maine. 

Section 2: 

Am                                    F                          

So he made his move, a move so bold, his 

C                                G 

 family thought insane 

Am                                     F                         C 

He rode the rails from Illinois with his horse to 

                       G 

 Norway, Maine 

Section 1 Chords: 

This is the story of a horseman untold. 

This is the story of the horse his grand-

daddy sold. 

This is the story of a lad as he becomes a 

man. 

Section 2 Chords: 

He rode his horse to third at the Cornish 

Fairgrounds. 

Then in Waterville at Central Maine Park, 

he drove his horse to first, and as he 

crossed that finish line he could hear 

                                                C 

 the announcer say, “The Winner Frank  

G                                                  Am 

De Forrest, Jimmy Jordan Up, Up, Up -- 

                   F                              C        G 

 Oh, the winner Frank De Forrest, Jim 

                    C 

my Jordan Up. 

Section 1 Chords: 

This is the story of a horseman untold. 

This is the story of the horse his grand-

daddy sold.  

 

This is story of a man whose actions 

were his words.  

Section 2 Chords: 

He trained for Brooks and Drew, horse-

men from Augusta, Maine. 

He trained Standardbreds down Geor-

gia way and then down in Florida.  

More than 2000 wins in his career as 

he rode his name to fame. 

Section 1 Chords: 

This is the story of a horseman untold. 

This is the story of the horse his grand-

daddy sold. 

This is the story of a Christian man. 

Section 2 Chords 

And I was told that late at night you 

would see a smile on his face 

And I know he returned to his early 

days in the Grand State of Maine 

When he drove his horse across the 

finish line and he heard the announcer 

say, “The winner Frank De Forrest, Jim-

my Jordan Up, Up, Up -- the winner 

Frank De Forrest, Jimmy Jordan Up. 

More information on the Maine 

Spirit Song Writers’ Challenge will 

be posted at -- 

http://themainespirit.blogspot.com 

This song is an example of the content that 

can be used to write songs that tell the 

stories of Maine Horsemen. 
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Born in 1893, Guy Kendall maintained a Port-

land based photography studio. From 1924 to 

1961 Kendall traveled throughout Maine, New 

Hampshire, and Massachusetts capturing the 

rich imagery of harness racing. Kendall can be 

considered Maine’s first professional photogra-

pher who directed his energies at photographing 

Maine’s the sport of harness racing. 

Historically, there have been artists and engrav-

ers who captured the images of the premiere 

horses. Contemporary photographers like Mi-

chael Newman and others focus their efforts on 

taking photos during races and in the winner’s 

circle. 

Clark Thompson features Kendall in his book, 

Maine’s Trotting Horse Heritage Trail. Kendall’s 

photo collection can be viewed at the Fogler  

Library at the University of Maine. 
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Charlie Mason’s Outfit at Gorham 

The Grandstands at the Kite Track in Orchard Beach 
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Barney Delight -- Hanafin Up! 

1939 -- Pedro Tipton Wins! 
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At the end of June, Libby and I traveled to 

Ireland for my son-in-law’s family reunion. 

The Brady’s of El Fin, County Roscommon, 

were hosting a Brady Family Reunion. Our 

daughter, Laura, married Damian Brady of 

Brooklyn, New York. For Father’s Day this 

year, Damian’s present to me was a day of 

harness racing at the Portmarnock Raceway 

just outside of Dublin.  

On July 5, Damain and I left Strokestown 

and headed out to Dublin. My strategy for 

dealing with driving on the left side on the 

road was simple -- sleep. While riding in the 

start car, an accident on the track involving 

three horses happened. Nadina took the pho-

tos. This is when I met Nadina. She got the 

photos. See them on the following pages. 

“My website showcases my photographic and painted 

artwork. My name is Nadina, also  known as Ironia.  If 

anybody asks me where I am from I usually answer , “ 

I’m from the World.” I love to travel and have found 

many countries feeling as though they were my home. I 

was born into a creative   family. I’ve always  had a 

camera and pencils in my hand. I am an artist and I 

love my work.  I’m now living the dream.  

Why  horses?  Horses are not just beautiful animals to 

me. Horses gave me another chance to begin life from 

nothing. I can’t say enough how much I appreciate this. 

I think everyone who owns and loves horses knows just 

what I mean. I paint  and I do  equestrian photography. 

I’m happy to work with other subjects, but animals are 

where my passion lies.  

My photographic career started in 2005, when my first 

published photo was featured in an equestrian maga-

zine. I have since had hundreds of pictures published in 

magazines and newspapers, as well as pictures sold 

worldwide. In 2009 I developed my own 

course Photography for Beginners, which is now suc-

cessfully taught through in three languages. 

I have a bachelor’s degree in advertising and public re-

lations from the University of Communication Sciences  

I also earned an IES Certificate Art And Craft School 

Advertising Design IES Certificate.” 

Nadina’s Showcase Follows -- 

Her branding involves a website, a companion blog, and 

a Facebook page. She posts many of her photographs 

and artwork to the Facebook Page, Standarbred Ire-

http://ironia-art.com/
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http://ironia-art.com/


 

Vol. 1  Issue 6-- The Maine Spirit of the Turf -- July 2012 -- 26 

http://ironia-art.com/
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http://ironia-art.com/
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http://ironia-art.com/
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http://ironia-art.com/
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American Style Harness Racing 

Portmarnock Raceway – Ireland 

American Standardbreds in Action 

 

The horses named in bold were the names of the horses racing at 

Portmarnock Raceway on July 1, 2012. Paul Wilder at the Harness 

Racing Museum ran these names through Pathway Horse Perfor-

mance Report. Below is a sampling of the American Standardbreds 

racing in Ireland. 

 

Showtime Doll by American Ideal out of Cherry Tree Ginny 

Cams Western by Cam’s Card Shark out of Western News 

Winnetou by Redskin out of Anna Almahurst 

Dragomatic by Dragon Again out of Dam Westomatic 

See My Reflection by Western Ideal out of Reflect Upon Life 

Meadowbranch Demon by Desert Night out of Silver Throne 

Wine Taster by Cam Fella out of Valley Gal 

Pardon My Dust by Kassa Branca out of Mystee Rain 

She’s Got the Look by Tucson Hanover out of Snowy Dell 
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Heading for the Finish Line at Scarborough Downs 

The Workers Who Bring the Races to the OTB’s , the Judges, and  Announcers at Scarborough Downs 

The Broadcast Trailer 
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Walkway to the Judges’ Stand atop the Grandstand 

Larry Tinsman fifth year as  

Simulcast Video Camera Operator 

Mike Sweeney, Track Announcer 

Photo Finish Camera Setup 

Mike Gurney, Broadcast Technician 

International Sound Corporation 

Mike Sweeney prepares to announce the next race. 
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Judges atop the Grandstand -- Charles Malia (14 years), Steve Mancini (13 years), David Sawyer (2 

years) -- Charles was an owner of Standardbreds, while Steve and David were harness racing drivers. 

John Brady, Photo Finish  

Camera Operator 
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Glory Salzillo -- Program Director and Clerk of Course since 1993 

--  View from the Judges’ Stand -- In the Turn at Scarborough Downs -- 
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View from  Inside the Old Grandstand 
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View of the Winner’s Circle 

Friends Carol Corso and Jean Emerson at Scarborough Downs 
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Explore 19th century maine History  
Related to the trotting Horse! 
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 -- Contacting Maine Fair Organizers -- 



 

Vol. 1  Issue 6-- The Maine Spirit of the Turf -- July 2012 -- 39 

 
Set Your Calendars! 

the 2012 Agricultural Fairs will soon be here! 
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Your Internet Site for Harness Racing Memorabilia! 

www.neplains.com 
Check Out Our Newest Category.  The 99 cent  postcard !   

www.neplains.com 
 

Largest on-line store for Harness Racing History  

-- Periodicals, Books, Photos and Collectibles -- 

 

If you don’t see what you want, just ask, 

We may have it in stock or can find it for you. 

 

We are Open to the World 

 

Stop By and Shop Anytime 

http://www.neplains.com/
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Roosevelt Raceway 
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Cart Studios and the Occasional Framer 

Quality Prints, Mats, and Frames  
Commissioned Art by Christopher Cart 
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Articles by: 

Stephen D. Thompson 

Article Contributors: 

Tom Dillon 

Tom Bojarski, Freelance Writer, Hoof Beats Magazine 

Maine Fair and Harness Racing Dates courtesy of Maine Fair Association 

Clark P. Thompson 

 

 

Photographs: 

Stephen D. Thompson 

 

Photographs courtesy of: 

Guy Kendall Photographs Courtesy of the Fogler Library 

Guy Kendall photograph courtesy of Clark P. Thompson 

Seaside Photographs courtesy of The Horsesman and Fair World 

Ironia Photographs and Art courtesy of Nadina Ironia  

(all photographs and art copyrighted by Nadina Ironia) 

Current Crisis photos by DeD Photography (http://dedphotography.com) 

 

Articles from Other Sources: 

United States Trotting Association’s Hoof Beats Blog  (http://ustrotting.com) 

The Horseman and Fair World (http://harnessracing.com) 
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